
The 

Arm ed Forces Tribunal ( Procedure)  Rules, 2 0 0 8
1

( Arm ed Forces Tribunal ( Procedure)  Rules, 2 0 0 8 )
[ 17th September, 2008]  

I n exercise of the powers conferred by clauses ( f) ,  (g)  and (k)  of sub-sect ion (2)  of 
Sect ion 41 of the Arm ed Forces Tr ibunal Act , 2007 (55 of 2007) , the Cent ral 
Governm ent  hereby m akes the following rules, nam ely— 

1 . Short  t it le  and com m encem ent .—(1)  These rules m ay be called the Arm ed 
Forces Tribunal ( Procedure)  Rules, 2 0 0 8 .  

(2)  They shall com e into force from  the date of publicat ion in the Official Gazet te.

2 . Definit ions.—(1)  I n these rules, unless the context  otherwise requires,— 

( i)  “Act ”  m eans the Arm ed Forces Tr ibunal Act ,  2007 (55 of 2007) ;  

( i i)  “agent ”  m eans a person duly author ised by a party)  to present  an 
applicat ion, writ ten reply, rejoinder or any other docum ent  on it s behalf before 
the Tr ibunal;  

( i i i)  “ applicant ”  m eans a person m aking an applicat ion to the Tr ibunal under sub-
sect ion (2)  of Sect ion 14 or an appeal under sub-sect ion (2)  of Sect ion 15 of 
t he Act ;  

( iv)  “ applicat ion”  includes Original Applicat ion (O.A.) ,  Review Applicat ion (R.A.) ,  
Transferred Applicat ion (T.A.) ,  Miscellaneous Applicat ion (M.A.) ,  Applicat ion 
for Transfer (A.T.)  and Contem pt  Applicat ion (C.A.) , f iled before the Tr ibunal;  

(v)  “Code”  m eans the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908) ;  

(vi)  “Court  appealed from ”  includes a t r ibunal or any other j udicial body or court  
m art ial or author it y against  the decision of which an appeal is preferred to this 
Tr ibunal;  

(vii)  “Form ”  m eans the form  set  out  in the appendices to these rules;  

(viii)  “ Judgm ent ”  includes decree, order, sentence o determ inat ion of any Court .  
Tr ibunal, Judge, Judicial Officer or author it y;  

( ix)  “ legal pract it ioner”  shall have the sam e m eaning as assigned to it  in the 
Advocates Act ,  1961 (25 of 1961)  and includes a Standing Counsel author ised 
or appointed by the Cent ral Governm ent  to accept  the service for any 
Departm ent  or Organisat ion of Union of I ndia;  

(x)  “Legal representat ive”  m eans a person who in law represents the estate of a 
serving or deceased person and includes a person or persons in whom  the 
r ight  to receive pensionary, ret irem ent , term inal, disabilit y or other benefit s or 
fam ily pension vests;  

(xi)  “Officer of the Judge-Advocate General's Departm ent ”  m eans an officer 
com m issioned into the Judge-Advocate General's Departm ent  of the Arm y or 
an officer perm anent ly t ransferred to that  Departm ent  after qualify ing at  the 
Judge-Advocate General's Departm ental exam inat ion and includes an officer of 
Judge-Advocate General's Departm ent  of Navy and Air  Force;  

(xii)  “Pleadings”  shall include or iginal applicat ions, reply statem ent , rejoinders 
and addit ional applicat ions or  statem ents supplem ent ing the or iginal 
applicat ions and the reply statem ents, as m ay be perm it ted by the Tr ibunal;  

(xiii)  “Regist rar”  m eans Regist rar of the Arm ed Forces Tr ibunal or it s Benches 
and shall include Regist rar-General,  Pr incipal,  Addit ional,  Joint  and Deputy 
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Regist rars, author ised to discharge the funct ions of the Regist rar;  

(xiv)  “Regist ry”  m eans the Regist ry of the Tr ibunal or any of it s Benches, as the 
case m ay be;  

(xv)  “Sect ion”  m eans a sect ion of the Act ;  

(xvi)  “Services”  m eans the Arm y, Navy and Air  Force, as applicable;  

(xvii)  “Standing Counsel”  m eans an advocate author ised to act , represent  and 
accept  the service for the Arm y, Navy or Air  Force or for the Union of I ndia;  

(xviii)  “Transferred applicat ion”  m eans the suit  or other proceeding which has 
been t ransferred to the Tr ibunal under sub-sect ion (1)  or sub-sect ion (2)  of 
Sect ion 34;  

(xix)  “Vice-Chairperson”  m eans a Vice-Chairperson of a Tr ibunal. 

(2)  The words and expressions used and not  defined in these rules but  defined in 
the Act ,  the Arm y Act ,  1950 (46 of 1950) , the Navy Act ,  1957 (62 of 1957)  and the 
Air  Force Act ,  1950 (45 of 1950)  shall have the sam e m eaning respect ively assigned 
to them  in those Acts and respect ive rules m ade there under. 

3 . Language of the Tribunal.—(1)  The language of the Tr ibunal shall be English:  

Provided that  the part ies to a proceeding before the Tr ibunal m ay file docum ents 
drawn up in Hindi:  

Provided further that—

(a)  the Bench m ay, in it s discret ion perm it  the use of Hindi in the proceedings;  

(b)  the Bench hear ing the m at ter  m ay, in it s discret ion, direct  English t ranslat ion 
of pleadings and docum ents to be filed. 

(2)  No docum ent  in a language other than English intended to be used in any 
proceeding shall be received by the Regist rar unless it  is accom panied by a t ranslat ion 
in English cert if ied to be a t rue t ranslat ion. 

(3)  The Bench m ay, in it s discret ion, m ake final orders either in Hindi or  in English:

Provided that  where a final order is m ade in Hindi,  an authent icated English 
t ranslat ion thereof shall sim ultaneously be prepared and kept  on record. 

4 . Procedure for filing applicat ions.—(1)  An applicat ion to the Tr ibunal shall be 
presented in Form  I  by the applicant  in person or by an agent  or by a duly author ised 
legal pract it ioner to the Regist rar or any other officer author ised in writ ing by the 
Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson to receive the sam e or be sent  by registered post  or 
by cour ier with acknowledgm ent  due addressed to the Regist rar of the Bench 
concerned. 

( 2) ( i)  The applicat ion under sub- rule (1)  shall be presented in t r iplicate in the 
following two com pilat ions— 

(a)  Com pilat ion No 1 .—Applicat ion along with an at tested t rue copy of the 
im pugned order against  which the applicat ion is f iled;  

(b)  Com pilat ion No 2 .—All other docum ents and annexures relied upon by the 
applicant  and referred to in the applicat ion in a paper book form . 

( i i)  All t he docum ents f iled in the Tr ibunal shall be accom panied by an index in 
duplicate containing their  details m em o of the part ies and a list  of relevant  dates. The 
am ount  of applicat ion fee affixed or paid on any such docum ents shall also be 
indicated in the index. 

(3)  Where the num ber of respondents is m ore than one, as m any ext ra copies of 
the applicat ion and all other docum ents and annexures referred thereto in paper book 
form  as are the num ber of respondents together with unused file size envelope bearing 
the full address of each respondent  shall be furnished by the applicant :  

Provided that  where the num ber of respondents is m ore than five, the Regist rar 
m ay perm it  the applicant  to file ext ra copies of the applicat ion at  the t im e of issue of 
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not ice to the respondents. 

(4)  The applicant  m ay at tach to and present  with his applicat ion a receipt  slip in 
Form  I I  which shall be signed by the Regist rar  or  the Officer receiv ing the applicat ion 
on behalf of the Regist rar in acknowledgem ent  of the receipt  of the applicat ion. 

(5)  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- rules (1)  to (3) ,  the Tr ibunal m ay 
perm it  m ore than one person, other than the person serving in the regular Arm y, Navy 
or Air  Force to j oin together and file a single applicat ion if it  is sat isfied, having regard 
to the cause of act ion and the nature of relief prayed for, that  they have a com m on 
interest  in the m at ter :  

Provided that  all affected persons are im pleaded as part ies and they join together to 
file such an applicat ion, when they are likely to be affected by the decision in the case. 

5 . Presentat ion and scrut iny of applicat ions.—(1)  The Regist rar or the officer 
author ised under Rule 4 shall endorse the date of receipt  on the applicat ion and also 
on the duplicate copy of the index and return the sam e to the party and in case of an 
applicat ion received by post , he shall endorse the date of it s receipt  and send the 
duplicate index to the applicant  concerned. 

(2)  I f,  on scrut iny, the applicat ion is found to be in order, it  shall be duly registered 
and given a ser ial num ber. 

(3)  I f the applicat ion is found to be defect ive and the defect  not iced is form al in 
nature, the Regist rar m ay allow the applicant  to rect ify the sam e in his presence, and 
if the said defect  is not  form al in nature, the Regist rar m ay for sufficient  cause return 
the said applicat ion for rect if icat ion or am endm ent  to the party filing the sam e, and for 
this purpose m ay allow the party concerned such reasonable t im e as he m ay consider 
necessary. Where an applicat ion is received by registered post , the applicant  shall be 
inform ed of the defects, if any, and he shall be required to rect ify the sam e within 
such t im e as m ay be st ipulated by the Regist rar .  

( 4) ( i)  I f t he applicant  fails to rect ify the defect  within the t im e allowed under sub-
rule (3) , the Regist rar m ay by order and for reasons to be recorded in writ ing, decline 
to register the applicat ion and place the m at ter before the Bench for appropr iate 
orders. Such m at ter m ay be dealt  with and disposed by the Bench in cham ber. 

( i i)  Any applicant  aggr ieved by any order m ade by the Regist rar under this rule 
m ay, within fifteen days of the m aking of such order, appeal against  it  to the 
Chairperson in case the m at ter relates to Pr incipal Bench and to the Vice-Chairperson 
concerned, in the case of any other Bench and such appeal m ay be dealt  with and 
disposed of in cham ber by the Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson concerned or in 
their  absence by any Mem ber author ised by the Chairperson by special or general 
order, whose decision thereon shall be final. 

6 . Place of filing applicat ion .—(1)  An applicat ion shall ordinar ily  be filed by the 
applicant  with the Regist rar  of the Bench within whose j ur isdict ion— 

( i)  the applicant  is posted for the t im e being, or was last  posted or at tached;  or 

( i i)  where the cause of act ion, wholly or in part , has ar isen:  

Provided that  with the leave of the Chairperson the applicat ion m ay be filed with 
the Regist rar of the Pr incipal Bench and subject  to the orders under Sect ion 14 or 
Sect ion 15 of the Act ,  such applicat ion shall be heard and disposed of by the Bench 
which has jur isdict ion over the m at ter. 

(2)  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- rule (1) ,  a person who has ceased to 
be in service by reason of his ret irem ent , dism issal, discharge, cashier ing, release, 
rem oval, resignat ion or term inat ion of service m ay, at  his opt ion, file an applicat ion 
with the Regist rar  of the Bench within whose jur isdict ion such person is ordinar ily 
residing at  the t im e of f iling of the applicat ion. 

7 . Applicat ion fee .—
2
[ ( 1) ]  Every applicat ion filed with the Regist rar  shall be 
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accom panied by a fee of rupees two hundred and fift y to be rem it ted either in the form  
of crossed dem and draft  on a nat ionalised bank in favour of the Regist rar of the 
concerned Bench and payable at  the m ain Branch of that  bank at  the stat ion where the 
seat  of the said Bench is situated, or rem it ted through a crossed I ndian Postal Order 
drawn in favour of the Regist rar of the concerned Bench and payable at  the post  office 
of the stat ion where the said Bench is situate:  

Provided that  where the Tr ibunal perm its a single applicat ion to be filed on behalf of 
m ore than one person, the fee payable shall be rupees five hundred:  

Provided further that  where the Tr ibunal is sat isfied that  an applicant  is unable to 
pay the prescr ibed fee on ground of indigence, it  m ay exem pt  such an applicant  from  
the paym ent  of applicat ion fee. 

3[ ( 2)  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- rule (1) ,  the applicat ion fee 
referred to in that  sub- rule shall be payable only in respect  of— 

( i)  Or iginal Applicat ion (OA) ;  

( i i)  Review Applicat ion (RA) ;  

( i i i)  Contem pt  Applicat ion (CA) ;  

( iv)  Applicat ion for restorat ion of Pet it ion (MA) ;  and 

(v)  Applicat ion for t ransfer of case ( from  one Bench to another or from  one court  
to another in the sam e Bench)  (AT) .]  

8 . Contents of applicat ion .—(1)  Every applicat ion filed under Sect ion 14 or 
Sect ion 15 shall be fair ly and legibly t yped or pr inted in double spacing on one side of 
thick paper of good qualit y with an inner m argin of about  three cm  width on top and 
on the left  side. 

(2)  Paragraphs shall be div ided into sub-paragraphs and num bered consecut ively. 
Each paragraph shall contain, as nearly as m ay be a, separate accounts of events. 

(3)  Dates of Gregorian Calendar shall also be given where Saka or other dates are 
used. 

(4)  At  the foot  of every applicat ion there shall appear the nam e and signature of the 
applicant  or the agent  or legal pract it ioner, if any, who has drawn and set t led it .  

(5)  The part iculars to be stated in address for service shall as far as possible contain 
the following— 

( i)  the nam e of the road, st reet , lane or m unicipal or other num ber of the house;  

( i i)  the nam e of the town or village;  

( i i i)  the post  office or postal dist r ict  together with pin code;  and 

( iv)  any other part iculars including personal num ber, rank, appointm ent  held, 
unit  or office or pension paym ent  order (PPO)  num ber necessary to ident ify 
the addressee, 

(6)  Every inter lineat ions, erasure or correct ion in any applicat ion shall be init ialled 
by the applicant  or  his agent / legal pract it ioner present ing it .  

(7)  I t  shall not  be necessary to present  a separate applicat ion to seek an inter im  
order or direct ion if the sam e is prayed for in or iginal applicat ion. 

(8)  An applicant  m ay, subsequent  to the filing of an applicat ion m ade under the 
Act , m ay apply for an inter im  order or direct ion. Such an applicat ion shall,  as far as 
possible, be in separate form . 

(9)  Where the applicant  seeks condonat ion of delay, he shall f ile a separate 
applicat ion supported by an affidavit .  

9 . Docum ents to be annexed to the applicat ion .—(1)  The following docum ents 
shall be annexed to the applicat ion— 

( i)  an at tested t rue copy of the order against  which the applicat ion is f iled;  

( i i)  copies of the docum ents relied upon by the applicant  and referred to in the 
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applicat ion;  and 

( i i i)  an index of the docum ents. 

(2)  The docum ents referred to in sub- rule (1)  m ay be at tested by a legal 
pract it ioner or by a Gazet ted Officer and each docum ent  shall be m arked ser ially as 
Annexures A-1, A-2, A-3 and so on. 

(3)  Where an applicat ion is f iled by an agent , docum ents author ising him  to act  as 
such shall also be appended to the applicat ion:  

Provided that  where an applicat ion is f iled by a legal pract it ioner, it  shall be 
accom panied by a duly executed “Vakalatnam a” . 

1 0 . Plural rem edies.—An applicat ion shall be based upon a single cause of act ion 
and m ay seek one or m ore relief, provided that  they are consequent ial to one another. 

1 1 . Service of not ices and processes issued by the Tribunal.—(1)  Not ices to 
be issued by the Tr ibunal m ay be served to the party by any of the following m odes— 

( i)  service by the party it self;  

( i i)  by hand delivery (dast i)  through a process server;  

( i i i)  by registered post  or a cour ier agency ‘with acknowledgm ent  due’;  or 

( iv)  through the concerned Head of office of the sam e Departm ent :  

Provided that  if the Tr ibunal does not  specify the m ode of service, not ice m ay be 
sent  by registered post  “with acknowledgm ent  due”  and the provision of Order V of 
First  Schedule to the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908)  shall apply to such 
m ode of service. 

(2)  Where not ice issued by the Tr ibunal is served by the party him self by “hand 
delivery”  (dast i) ,  he shall f ile with the Regist ry of the Tr ibunal,  the acknowledgm ent , 
together with an affidavit  of service. 

(3)  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- rule (1)  the Tr ibunal m ay, taking 
into account  the num ber of respondents and their  places of residence or work and 
other circum stances, direct  that  not ice of the applicat ion shall be served upon the 
respondents in any other m anner, including any m anner of subst ituted service, as it  
appears to the Tr ibunal j ust  and proper. The Tr ibunal m ay also, in it s discret ion, 
having regard to the nature of the case, direct  the service of the not ice on the 
Standing Counsel, author ised to accept  the service, for all the three services 
Headquarters, Arm y, Navy and Air  Force and the Minist ry of Defence. 

(4)  Every not ice issued by the Tr ibunal shall unless otherwise ordered, be 
accom panied by a copy of the applicat ion and a copy of the im pugned order. 

(5)  Every applicant  shall pay the following fee for the service or execut ion of 
processes, in respect  of an applicat ion where the num ber of respondents exceeds 
five— 

( i)  a sum  of rupees fift y for each respondent  in excess of five respondents;  or 

( i i)  where the service is in such a m anner as the Tr ibunal m ay direct  under sub-
rule (3) ,  such sum , not  exceeding the actual charges incurred in effect ing the 
service, as m ay be determ ined by the Tr ibunal. 

(6)  The fee for the service or execut ion of processes under sub- rule (3) , shall be 
rem it ted in the m anner prescr ibed in Rule 4 within one week of the date of the order 
determ ining the fee or within such extended t im e as the Regist rar  m ay perm it .  

( 7)  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- rules (1)  to (3) ,  if  t he Tr ibunal is 
sat isfied that  it  is not  reasonably pract icable to serve not ice of applicat ion upon all the 
respondents, it  m ay, for reasons to be recorded in writ ing, direct  that  the applicat ion 
shall be heard notwithstanding that  som e of the respondents have not  been served 
with not ice of the applicat ion:  

Provided that  no applicat ion shall be heard unless—
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( i)  not ice of the applicat ion has been served on the Cent ral Governm ent  or the 
State Governm ent  if such Governm ent  is a respondent ;  

( i i)  not ice of the applicat ion has been served on the author it y which passed the 
order against  which the applicat ion has been filed;  and 

( i i i)  the Tr ibunal is sat isfied that  the interests of the respondents on whom  not ice 
of the applicat ion has not  been served are adequately and sufficient ly 
represented by the other respondents on whom  not ice of the applicat ion has 
been served. 

(8)  The office of the Departm ent  or Minist ry receiving not ices or docum ents from  
the Tr ibunal shall m ent ion nam e and designat ion along with office stam p, date and 
t im e of receipt  on the acknowledgem ent  slip before the sam e are returned to the 
Tr ibunal. 

1 2 . Filing of reply and other docum ents by the respondents.—(1)  Each 
respondent  intending to contest  the applicat ion, shall f ile in t r iplicate the reply to the 
applicat ion and the docum ents relied upon in paper book form  with the Regist ry, 
within one m onth of the service of not ice of the applicat ion on him . 

(2)  I n the reply f iled under sub- rule (1) ,  the respondent  shall specif ically  adm it ,  
deny or explain the facts stated by the applicant  in his applicat ion and m ay also state 
such addit ional facts as m ay be found necessary for the just  decision of the case. I t  
shall be signed and ver if ied as a writ ten statem ent  by the respondent  or any other 
person duly author ised by him  in wr it ing in the sam e m anner as provided for in Order 
VI , Rule 15 of the Code of Civil Procedure 1908 (5 of 1908) . 

(3)  The docum ents referred to in sub- rule (2)  shall also be filed along with the reply 
and the sam e shall be m arked as R1, R2, R3 and so on. 

(4)  The respondent  shall also serve a copy of the reply along with docum ents as 
m ent ioned in sub- rule (2)  on the applicant  or  his legal pract it ioner, if any, and file 
proof of such service in the Regist ry. I n the case of m ore than one applicant , a copy of 
the reply shall be sent  to each one of them . 

(5)  The Tr ibunal m ay allow filing of the reply after the expiry of the prescr ibed 
period with the leave of the Tr ibunal, or where appropriate order im posit ion of costs or 
pass any other order. 

(6)  The Tr ibunal m ay perm it  the part ies to am end the pleadings in the sam e 
m anner as provided under Order 6, Rule 17 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 
1908) . 

(7)  An officer acquainted with the facts of the case but  not  below the rank of 
Com m issioned Officer or a Group ‘A’ Officer or a Desk Officer in any Minist ry or 
Departm ent  of the Union of I ndia m ay ver ify the pleadings and other docum ents to be 
filed for and on behalf of the Union of I ndia before the Tr ibunal. 

4
[ 1 2 -A. Every applicat ion under Rule 8 and the reply under Rule 12 shall be 

supported by an affidavit  of the person ver ify ing the applicat ion or reply, as the case 
m ay be.]  

1 3 . Filing of w rit ten statem ents before the Benches expedit iously .—After the 
receipt  of the not ice from  the Tr ibunal the respondents will f ile their  statem ents/ reply 
on the date fixed for hear ing to enable the Tr ibunal to dispose of the applicat ion filed 
before it  as expedit iously as possible. I f for any reasons, the service Headquarter or 
the Departm ent / Minist ry is unable to file their  statem ents on the date fixed, they will 
produce through a responsible official,  the required records/ docum ents before the 
Tr ibunal to enable it  to proceed with the case further on the basis of the 
records/ docum ents and wr it ten statem ents m ay be filed subsequent ly. 

1 4 . Date and place of hearing to be not ified .—The Tr ibunal shall not ify to the 
part ies the date and the place of hear ing of the applicat ion in such m anner as the 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

© 2026 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd., Lucknow.

SCC Online Web Edition: https://www.scconline.com

Printed For: LD Principal Registrar AFT PB_8

Page 6         Monday, January 05, 2026

SCC Online Web Edition, © 2026 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd.



Chairperson m ay by general or special order direct . 

1 5 . Calendar of cases.—Each Bench shall draw up a calendar for the hearing of 
t ransferred cases and, as far as possible, hear and decide the cases according to the 
calendar. 

1 6 . Act ion on applicat ion for  applicant 's default .—(1)  Where on the date fixed 
for hearing of the applicat ion or on any other date to which such hearing m ay be 
adjourned, the applicant  does not  appear when the applicat ion is called for hear ing, 
the Tr ibunal m ay, in it s discret ion, either dism iss the applicat ion for default  or  hear 
and decide it  on m erit s.  

(2)  Where an applicat ion has been dism issed for  default  and the applicant  f iles an 
applicat ion within thir t y days from  the date of dism issal and sat isfies the Tr ibunal that  
there was sufficient  cause for his non-appearance when the applicat ion was called for 
hear ing, the Tr ibunal shall m ake an order set t ing aside the order dism issing the 
applicat ion and restore the sam e:  

Provided that , where the case has been disposed of on m erits the sam e shall not  be 
reopened except  by way of review. 

1 7 . Ex parte hearing and disposal of applicat ion .—(1)  Where on the date fixed 
for hear ing the applicat ion or on any other date to which such hearing m ay be 
adjourned, the applicant  appears and the respondent  does not  appear when the 
applicat ion is called for hear ing, the Tr ibunal m ay, in it s discret ion adjourn the hear ing 
or hear and decide the applicat ion ex parte. 

(2)  Where an applicat ion has been heard ex parte against  a respondent  or 
respondents, such respondent  or respondents m ay apply within thir t y days from  the 
date of the order to the Tr ibunal for an order to set  aside and if such respondent  or 
respondents sat isfy the Tr ibunal that  the not ice was not  duly served, or that  he or they 
were prevented by any sufficient  cause from  appearing when the applicat ion was 
called for hear ing, the Tr ibunal shall m ake an order set t ing aside the ex parte hearing 
as against  him  or them  upon such term s as it  thinks fit ,  and shall appoint  a day for  
proceeding with the applicat ion:  

Provided that  where the ex parte hear ing of the applicat ion is of such nature that  it  
cannot  be set  aside as against  one respondent  only, it  m ay be set  aside as against  all 
or any of the other respondents also:  

Provided further that  in cases covered by sub- rule (6)  of Rule 11, the Tr ibunal shall 
not  set  aside ex parte hear ing of an applicat ion m erely on the ground that  such not ice 
was not  served upon a respondent  or respondents. 

1 8 . Applicat ion for review .—(1)  No applicat ion for review shall be entertained 
unless it  is f iled within thir t y days from  the date of receipt  of copy of the order sought  
to be reviewed. 

(2)  An applicat ion for review shall ordinar ily be heard by the sam e Bench which has 
passed the order, unless the Chairperson m ay, for reasons to be recorded in writ ing, 
direct  it  to be heard by any other Bench. 

(3)  Unless otherwise ordered by the Bench concerned, an applicat ion for review 
shall be disposed of by circulat ion where the Bench m ay either dism iss the applicat ion 
or direct  not ice to be issued to the opposite party. 

(4)  Where an applicat ion for review of any judgm ent  or order has been disposed of, 
thereafter no applicat ion for further review shall lie. 

(5)  No applicat ion for  review shall be entertained unless it  is supported by a duly 
sworn affidavit  indicat ing therein the source of knowledge, personal or otherwise. The 
counter-affidavit  in review applicat ion will also be a duly sworn affidavit  wherever any 
averm ent  of fact  is disputed. 

1 9 . Subst itut ion of legal representat ives.—(1)  I n the case of death of a party 
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during the pendency of the proceedings before the Tr ibunal, the legal heir  or 
representat ives of the deceased party m ay apply within ninety days of the date of such 
death for being brought  on record as a necessary party. 

(2)  Where no applicat ion is received from  the legal heir  or representat ives within 
the per iod specified in sub- rule (1) ,  the proceedings against  the deceased party shall 
abate:  

Provided that  for good and sufficient  reasons the Tr ibunal, m ay on an applicat ion, 
set  aside the order of abatem ent  and subst itute the legal heir  or representat ives. 

2 0 . Adjournm ent  of hearing .—(1)  The Tr ibunal m ay if sufficient  cause is shown at  
any stage of proceedings grant  t im e to the part ies or any of them , and adjourn the 
hear ing of the applicat ion. The Tr ibunal m ay m ake such order as it  deem s fit  with 
respect  to the costs occasioned by the adjournm ent . All adjournm ents shall be to a 
day certain and no applicat ion or m at ter shall be adjourned sine die except  for reasons 
recorded in wr it ing. 

(2)  The Tr ibunal shall have the power to decline an adjournm ent  and also to lim it  
the t im e for oral argum ents:  

Provided that  where the Tribunal deem s it  necessary, for reasons to be recorded in 
wr it ing, it  m ay allow oral evidence to be adduced. 

2 1 . Order to be signed and dated .—Every order of the Tr ibunal shall be in writ ing 
and shall be signed by the Mem ber or Mem bers const itut ing the Bench, which 
pronounced the order. The orders shall be pronounced in open Court . 

2 2 . Publicat ion of orders.—Such of the orders of the Tr ibunal, as are deem ed fit  
for publicat ion in any authoritat ive report  or Military Law Journal or the press, m ay be 
released for such publicat ion on such term s and condit ions as the Chairperson m ay 
specify by general or special order. 

2 3 . Com m unicat ion of orders to the part ies.—(1)  Every inter im  order, grant ing 
or refusing or m odify ing inter im  relief and final order shall be com m unicated to the 
applicant  and to the concerned respondent  or to their  legal pract it ioner either by hand 
delivery or by post  free of cost :  

Provided that  unless ordered otherwise by a Bench, a copy of the final order need 
not  be sent  to any respondent  who has not  entered appearance:  

Provided further that  when the applicants or the respondents are represented by a 
legal pract it ioner, under a single Vakalatnam a,  only one copy shall be supplied to such 
legal pract it ioner as nam ed therein. 

(2)  I f the applicant  or the respondent  to any proceeding requires a copy of any 
docum ent  or  proceeding the sam e shall be supplied to him  on such term s and 
condit ions and on paym ent  of such fee as m ay be fixed by the Chairperson by general 
or special order. 

2 4 . I nspect ion of the Records.—(1)  I nspect ion of records of a pending or decided 
case before the Tr ibunal shall be allowed only under the orders of the Regist rar. 

(2)  The part ies to any case or their  legal pract it ioner m ay be allowed to inspect  the 
record of the case on m aking an applicat ion in wr it ing to the Regist rar. 

(3)  Subject  to such term s and condit ions as m ay be prescr ibed by the Chairperson 
by a general or special order, a person who is not  a party to the proceedings, m ay also 
be allowed to inspect  the record after obtaining the perm ission of the Regist rar in 
wr it ing. 

2 5 . Pow ers of the Tribunal w ith regard to certain orders and direct ions.—
Nothing in these rules shall be deem ed to lim it  or  otherwise affect  the inherent  powers 
of the Tr ibunal to m ake such orders or give such direct ions as m ay be necessary or 
expedient  to give effect  to it s orders or to prevent  abuse of it s process or to secure the 
ends of j ust ice. 
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2 6 . Com m ission for local inquiry and accounts.—(1)  Whenever it  becom es 
necessary in the course of proceedings before the Tr ibunal to appoint  a com m ission to 
m ake a local inquiry or to exam ine docum ents or accounts, the Chairperson or the Vice
-Chairperson m ay issue orders for such appointm ents, specify ing therein— 

( i)  the precise m at ter of the inquiry;  and 

( i i)  the reason asking why the evidence bear ing on that  m at ter could not  
reasonably have been taken in the usual way in the proceedings in the 
Tr ibunal. 

(2)  Com m issioners to exam ine accounts m ay be selected from  persons com petent  
in the part icular form  of accounts. 

(3)  The Tr ibunal shall exercise great  care in select ing persons for appointm ent  as 
com m issioners for the purpose of m aking inquir ies. The habitual em ploym ent  of the 
sam e person should be avoided. 

(4)  The Tr ibunal shall for  the said purpose, m aintain a list  of legal pract it ioner 's 
whom  the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson m ay select , from  t im e to t im e, as fit  to be 
em ployed in such cases. 

(5)  The legal pract it ioner so appointed shall receive a fee of Rs 800 for the first  
effect ive hearing and Rs 500 for every subsequent  effect ive hearing in the sam e or 
sim ilar  m at ters or for  non-effect ive hear ing. I n cr im inal cases including m urder 
appeals, the fee shall be Rs 2000 for preparat ion of the case, Rs 1200 per effect ive 
hear ing and Rs 500 per non-effect ive hear ing. 

(6)  The cert if icate for  the hear ing shall be signed by the Regist rar and the paym ent  
shall be m ade by the Governm ent  on product ion of the said cert if icate. 

2 7 . Registrat ion of legal pract it ioner 's clerk .—(1)  No clerk em ployed by a legal 
pract it ioner shall act  as such in the Tr ibunal or be perm it ted to have access to the 
records and obtain copies of the orders of the Bench of the Tr ibunal in which the legal 
pract it ioner ordinar ily pract ice unless his nam e is entered in the Register of Clerks 
m aintained by the said Bench. Such clerk shall be known as a “Registered Clerk” ,  

(2)  No person shall be em ployed by a legal pract it ioner as his clerk unless such 
person has been a legal pract it ioner 's clerk for three year, or is a qualif ied pet it ion-
writer or has passed the Graduat ion Exam inat ion of a recognised University:  

Provided that  no such person shall by em ployed as a Clerk:

( i)  if he has been declared a tout ;  or 

( i i)  if he is an undischarged insolvent ;  or  

( i i i)  if he has been convicted for an offence involving m oral turpitude;  or 

( iv)  if he has been dism issed from  the service of Governm ent , unless he can 
show that  his dism issal was not  due to conduct  showing him  unfit  t o be legal 
pract it ioner 's clerks, or 

(v)  if he is an ex-pet it ion-writer, whose licence has been cancelled for corrupt ion 
or for som e other reasons involving dishonesty, or 

(vi)  if he is unfit  to be a legal pract it ioner 's clerk for any other sufficient  reason. 

Explanat ion .—“Tout ”  m eans a person who procures or at tem pts to procure for any 
considerat ion from  any legal pract it ioner or from  any person act ing on his behalf,  the 
em ploym ent  of such legal pract it ioner in legal business, or who, for purposes of such 
procurem ent , frequents the precincts of the Tr ibunal. 

(3)  A legal pract it ioner desirous of register ing his clerk shall m ake an applicat ion to 
the Regist rar in Form  I I I  and pay a sum  of one hundred rupees as one t im e Tr ibunal 
Fee. On such applicat ion being allowed by the Regist rar,  his nam e shall be entered in 
the Register of Clerks. 

(4)  The Regist rar m ay, for reasons to be recorded in writ ing, declined to register 
any clerk, who in his opinion suffers from  any disqualif icat ion specified in Rule 27 or is 
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otherwise unsuitable to be registered at  such. 

(5)  The Regist rar m ay, for reasons to be recorded in writ ing, cancel the regist rat ion 
of any clerk after giv ing him  and his em ployer an opportunity to show cause against  
such cancellat ion. 

(6)  An appeal m ay be filed against  the order of the Regist rar m ade under sub- rules 
(4)  and (5)  within 30 days from  the date of the order to the Chairperson or Vice-
Chairperson. 

(7)  After regist rat ion of the clerk, the Regist rar shall direct  the issue of an ident it y 
card to him  which shall be non- t ransferable and shall be produced by the holder upon 
request  by an officer or other em ployees of the Tr ibunal authorised in this behalf.  The 
ident it y card shall be issued under the signature of the Deputy Regist rar of the Bench 
concerned. 

(8)  A register  of all the clerks registered under sub- rule (2)  shall be m aintained in 
the office of the Regist rar of each Bench. 

(9)  A legal pract it ioner shall have at  a t im e not  m ore than two registered clerks 
unless the Regist rar by general or special order otherwise perm its. 

(10)  Whenever a legal pract it ioner ceases to em ploy a registered clerk, he shall 
not ify the fact  at  once to the Regist rar by m eans of a let ter enclosing therewith the 
ident it y card issued to his clerk by the Regist ry, and on receipt  of such let ter  the nam e 
of the said registered clerk shall be st ruck off from  the register. 

(11)  No legal pract it ioner shall em ploy as his clerk any person who is prohibited in 
the sub- rule (b)  above. 

2 8 . W orking hours of the Tribunal.—The offices of the Tribunal except  on 
Saturday, Sundays and other public holidays, shall rem ain open daily from  9.30 A.M. 
to 5.30 P.M. subject  to any general or special order m ade by the Chairperson. Any 
urgent  m at ter filed before 12 noon shall be put  before the Bench for hear ing on the 
following working day. I n except ional cases, it  m ay be received thereafter for hearing 
on the sam e day with the leave of the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson, as the case 
m ay be. 

2 9 . Sit t ing hours of the Tribunal.—Unless otherwise ordered by the Chairperson 
by any general or special order or by the Vice-Chairperson concerned with the pr ior 
approval of the Chairperson, the Tr ibunal,  including Vacat ion Bench shall hold it s 
sit t ing on all working days from  10.00 A.M. to 1.00 P.M. and from  2.00 P.M. to 4.30 
P.M. 

3 0 . Funct ions of the Registrar .—(1)  The Regist rar shall have the custody of the 
records of the Tr ibunal and shall exercise such other funct ions as are assigned to him  
under these rules or by the Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson of the Bench 
concerned by separate order. 

(2)  The Regist rar m ay, with the approval of the Chairperson or of the Vice-
Chairperson of the Bench concerned delegate to the Addit ional Regist rar any funct ion 
or power required by these rules to be perform ed or exercised by the Regist rar. 

(3)  I n the absence of the Regist rar, the Addit ional Regist rar or any other officer to 
whom  the powers and funct ions of the Regist rar are delegated by the Chairperson or 
Vice-Chairperson, m ay exercise the powers and funct ions of the Regist rar. 

(4)  The Regist rar m ay if the circum stances so require, or if so directed by the 
Bench, at  any t im e adjourn any m at ter and lay the sam e before the concerned Bench. 

3 1 . Pow ers and dut ies of Registrar .—The Regist rar shall have the following 
powers and dut ies subject  to any general or special order of the Chairperson or the 
Vice-Chairperson of the Bench concerned, nam ely— 

( i)  to receive all applicat ions and other docum ents including t ransferred 
applicat ions;  
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( i i)  to decide all quest ions ar ising out  of the scrut iny of the applicat ions before 
they are registered;  

( i i i)  to require any applicat ion presented to the Tr ibunal to be am ended in 
accordance with the Act  and the rules;  

( iv)  subject  to the direct ion of the respect ive Benches, to fix the date of f irst  
hear ing of the applicat ions or other proceedings and issue not ices thereof;  

(v)  to direct  any form al am endm ent  of records;  

(vi)  to order grant  of copies of docum ents to part ies to the proceedings;  

(vii)  to grant  leave to inspect  the records of the Tr ibunal;  

(viii)  to dispose of all m at ters relat ing to the service of not ices or other 
processes, applicat ions for the issue of fresh not ices and for extending the 
t im e for f iling such applicat ions and to grant  t im e, not  exceeding 30 days, for  
filing a reply or rejoinder if any, and to place the m at ter before the Bench for 
appropriate orders after the expiry of the aforesaid period;  

( ix)  to requisit ion records from  the custody of any Court , Service Headquarter, 
office, Departm ent  or other authority;  

(x)  to receive applicat ion within ninety days from  the date of death for 
subst itut ion of legal representat ives of the deceased part ies dur ing the 
pendency of the applicat ion;  

(xi)  to receive and dispose of applicat ion for subst itut ion, except  where the 
subst itut ion would involve set t ing aside an order of abatem ent ;  

(xii)  to receive and dispose of applicat ion by part ies for return of docum ents;  

(xiii)  regist rat ion of the legal pract it ioner 's clerk;  

(xiv)  in case of the Principal Bench, to call for inform at ion and records and to 
inspect  or cause to be inspected the Regist ry of the other Benches under 
general or special orders as m ay be issued by the Chairperson from  t im e to 
t im e. 

3 2 . Seat  and em blem .—(1)  The official seal and em blem  of the Tr ibunal shall be 
such as the Chairperson m ay from  t im e to t im e direct  and shall be kept  in the custody 
of the Regist rar. 

(2)  Subject  to any general or special direct ion by the Chairperson, the seal of the 
Tr ibunal shall not  be affixed to any order, sum m ons or other process save under the 
author it y in wr it ing of the Regist rar or the Addit ional Regist rar. 

(3)  The seal of the Tr ibunal shall not  be affixed to any cert if ied copy issued by the 
Tr ibunal save under the author it y in wr it ing of the Regist rar or the Addit ional 
Regist rar. 

3 3 . Dress of the Mem bers and staff of the Tribunal.—The dress for the 
Mem bers of the Tr ibunal including Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson and the staff 
shall be such as the Chairperson m ay specify. 

3 4 . Dress of the part ies.—A legal pract it ioner or as the case m ay be, the 
Present ing Officer shall appear before the Tr ibunal in his professional dress, if any, and 
it  there is no such dress— 

( i)  if a m ale, in shir t  and t rousers with or without  t ie or in a lounge suit ;  

( i i)  if a fem ale, in a saree or any other custom ary dress of a sober colour. 

APPENDI X ‘A’

FORM  I

[ See Rule 4]  

APPLI CATI ON UNDER SECTI ONS 14 AND 15 OF THE ARMED FORCES TRI BUNAL ACT, 
2007

Tit le of the Case:
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I NDEX

SI . No. Descr ipt ion of docum ents relied upon Page No.

1. Applicat ion along with t rue copy of the im pugned order  

2. All other docum ents and annexures  

3.    

4.    

Signature of the applicant

For use in Tr ibunal's Office

Date of f iling___________________

or

Date of receipt  by Post____________

Regist rat ion No. _________________

Signature

For Regist rar

I N THE ARMED FORCES TRI BUNAL __________ BENCH

A.B. (add descr ipt ion such as personal Num ber, Rank, Nam e, Unit  or Form at ion, 
present  address and place of post ing or last  post ing.)  

APPLI CANT

Versus

C.D. (add descr ipt ion and the resident ial or official address on which the service of 
not ices is to be effected on the respondent  or respondents. The details of each 
respondent  are to be given in a chronological order.)  

RESPONDENT

DETAI LS OF APPLI CATI ON

1 . Part iculars of the im pugned order against  w hich the applicat ion is m ade:

(Part iculars of the order giv ing the details like the num ber, date and the author it y 
which has passed the order, against  which the applicat ion is m ade.)  

2 . Jurisdict ion of the Tribunal.

The applicant  will indicate that  the subject -m at ter  of the im pugned order against  
which he wants redressal is within the j ur isdict ion of the Tr ibunal.  

3 . Lim itat ion:

The applicant  fur ther declares that  the applicat ion is within the lim itat ion per iod 
prescr ibed in Sect ion 22 of the Arm ed Forces Tr ibunals Act , 2007. 

4 . Facts of the Case:

(Give here a concise statem ent  of facts in a chronological order, each paragraph 
containing as nearly as possible a separate issue of fact .)  

Grounds for  relief w ith legal provisions:

Details of the rem edies exhausted:

The applicant  declares that  he has availed of all the rem edies available to him  under 
the relevant  service Act / Rules/ Regulat ions. 

(Give here chronologically the details of representat ions/ com plaints m ade and the 
outcom e of such representat ions/ com plaints with reference to the num ber of Annexure 
to be given in support  thereof.)  

7 . Mat ter  not  previously filed or pending w ith any other Court / Bench of 
Tr ibunal:

The applicant  fur ther declares that  he had not  previously filed any applicat ion, wr it  
pet it ion or suit  regarding the m at ter  in respect  of which this applicat ion is m ade, 
before any court  or any other authority or any other Bench of the Tribunal nor any such 
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applicat ion, wr it  pet it ion or suit  is pending before any of them . 

I n case the applicants had previously f iled any such applicat ion, wr it  pet it ion or 
suit ,  t he stage at  which it  is pending, and if decided, the list  of the decisions should be 
given with reference to the num ber of Annexure to be given in support  thereof. 

8 . Relief ( s)  sought:

I n v iew of the facts m ent ioned in para 4 above, the applicant  prays for the following 
relief ( s)— 

(Specify below the relief ( s)  sought  explaining the grounds for  such relief ( s)  and 
the legal provisions, if any, relied upon.)  

9 . I nterim  order, if any prayed for:

Pending final decision on the applicat ion, the applicant  seeks the following inter im  
relief:  

(Give here the nature of the inter im  relief prayed for.)

1 0 . I n the event  of applicat ion being sent  by registered post  or by cour ier,  it  m ay 
be stated whether the applicant  desires to have oral hear ing at  the adm ission stage 
and if so, he shall at tach a self addressed Post -Card or I nland Let ter, at  which 
int im at ion regarding the date of hear ing could be sent  to him . 

1 1 . Part iculars of Banks Draft / Postal Order filed in respect  of the applicat ion fee. 

1 2 . List  of enclosures:

1.  

2.  

3.  

Verificat ion

I ,  No _____________, Rank __________, Nam e____________ S/ o, W/ o, D/ o 
_____________ age____________ belonging to____________ nam e of the 
unit / form at ion_____________ and resident  of___________ do hereby ver ify that  the 
contents of paras____________ to_____________ are t rue to m y personal knowledge 
and paras____________ to_________________ believed to be t rue on legal advice 
and that  I  have not  suppressed any m ater ial fact .  

Date :  ________

Place :  ________

 

Signature of the applicant

To,

The Regist rar

Arm ed Forces Tr ibunal

__________________Bench

__________________(Place)

FORM  I I

[ See Rule 4(4) ]  

RECEI PT SLI P

Receipt  of the applicat ion filed in the Arm ed Forces Tr ibunal 
……………………………………………………. Bench…………………………………………by No…………………
Rank………………..Nam e……………………………………. in the Minist ry/ Departm ent / Office 
of…………………….residing at……………………. I s hereby acknowledged. 

For Regist rar,

Arm ed Forces Tr ibunal

………………..Bench

Dated:  …………………..

Seal:  …………………

FORM  I I I

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

© 2026 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd., Lucknow.

SCC Online Web Edition: https://www.scconline.com

Printed For: LD Principal Registrar AFT PB_8

Page 13         Monday, January 05, 2026

SCC Online Web Edition, © 2026 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd.



(See Rule 27)  

APPLI CATI ON FOR THE REGI STRATI ON OF A CLERK

   

1. Nam e of legal pract it ioner on whose behalf the clerk is to be 
registered.

 

 

At tested 
passport  size 

photograph to be 
pasted

2. Part iculars of the clerk to be registered.

( i)  Full nam e ( in capital) :  

( i i)  Father 's nam e:  

( i i i)  Mother 's nam e:  

( iv)  Husband/ Wife's nam e ( if applicable)  

(v)  Age and date of bir th:  

(vi)  Place of bir th:  

(vii)  Nat ionalit y:   

(viii)  Educat ional Qualif icat ions with year of passing and a 
cert if ied copy of graduat ion degree or m ark sheet . 

 

( ix)  Part iculars of previous em ploym ent , if any:   

(x)  Nam e of concerned legal pract it ioner:   

(x)  Postal address:   

(xi)  Telephone/ Mobile Num ber  

(xii)  Paym ent  details:   

I ,  ………………….. (clerk above nam ed)  do hereby affirm  that  the part iculars relat ing 
to m e given above are t rue. 

(Signature of Clerk)

3. Whether the legal pract it ioner has a clerk already registered in his em ploy and 
whether the clerk sought  to be registered is in lieu of or in addit ion to the clerk 
already registered. 

4. Whether the clerk sought  to be registered is already registered as a clerk of any 
other legal pract it ioner and if so, the nam e of such pract it ioner. 

I .  ……………………. ( legal pract it ioner)  cert ify that  the part iculars given above are 
t rue to the best  of m y inform at ion and belief and that  I  am  not  aware of any fact  
which would render unsuitable the regist rat ion of the said……………. (nam e)  as a clerk. 
Further, I  enclose Postal Order for Rs 10, being the cost  of I dent it y Card along with 
two passport  size photographs of the applicant  duly at tested by m e. 

Signature of the legal pract it ioner

Date:

To

The Regist rar,

………………Bench

Arm ed Forces Tr ibunal

———

1 .
 Minist ry of Defence, Not i. No. S.R.O. 26(E) , dated 17th Septem ber, 2008, published in the Gazet te of I ndia, 

Ext ra., Part  I I ,  Sect ion 4, dated Septem ber 17, 2008, No. 19. 

2 . Renum bered by S.R.O. 5(E) , dated 29-7-2011 (w.e.f.  29-7-2011) . 

3 . I ns.  by S.R.O. 5(E) , dated 29-7-2011 (w.e.f.  29-7-2011) . 
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4 . I ns.  by S.R.O. 5(E) , dated 29-7-2011 (w.e.f.  29-7-2011) . 

Disclaim er: Wh i le ev er y  ef for t  is m ade t o av oid  any  m ist ak e or  om ission ,  t h is casenot e/  headnot e/  j udgm en t /  act /  r u le/  r egu lat ion /  ci r cu lar /  

not i f icat ion  is being  ci r cu lat ed  on  t he cond i t ion  and  under st and ing  t hat  t he pub l isher  w ou ld  not  be l iab le in  any  m anner  by  r eason  of  any  m ist ak e 

or  om ission  or  f or  any  act ion  t ak en  or  om i t t ed  t o be t ak en  or  adv ice r ender ed  or  accep t ed  on  t he basis of  t h is casenot e/  headnot e/  j udgm en t /  act /  

r u le/  r egu lat ion /  ci r cu lar /  not i f icat ion .  Al l  d ispu t es w i l l  be sub j ect  ex clusiv ely  t o  j u r isd ict ion  of  cou r t s,  t r ibunals and  for um s at  Luck now  on ly .  The 

au t hen t ici t y  of  t h is t ex t  m ust  be v er i f ied  f r om  t he or ig inal  sou r ce.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

© 2026 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd., Lucknow.

SCC Online Web Edition: https://www.scconline.com

Printed For: LD Principal Registrar AFT PB_8

Page 15         Monday, January 05, 2026

SCC Online Web Edition, © 2026 EBC Publishing Pvt. Ltd.


